
NO ONE KNOWS THE NEEDS OF A COMMUNITY BETTER 
THAN THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE.

LOCAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT

Healthcare districts are the most responsive, 
local form of government, directly accountable 
to the communities they serve.

They are operated and controlled by local 
voters who best understand their community’s 
healthcare needs.

OUR HISTORY

In 1962, Basin residents voted to create Hi-
Desert Memorial Health Care District. By 1975 
the healthcare district built and operated 
Hi-Desert Medical Center. In 2015, due 
to an economic crisis, the medical center 
operations were sold to Tenet Healthcare. The 
District changed its name to Morongo Basin 
Healthcare District (MBHD) and now operates 
two federally qualified health centers located 
in 29 Palms and Yucca Valley.

VOTER CONTROL

Voters elect the public board that oversees the 
spending of their local tax dollars in pursuit 
of improved community health. The close 
connection between voters and the healthcare 
district ensures openness and transparency. 
The monies from property taxes are directed 
back into the community through healthcare 
services and programs as directed by the 
elected Board of Directors.

As a government agency, MBHD submits an 
annual financial report to the California State 
Controller. MBHD complies with all state laws 
governing public records, record keeping, 
elections and public access to documents.

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITY

Healthcare districts have the power to do any 
and all things that are necessary for, and to the 
advantage of, any type of health promoting 
service or healthcare facility. They are responsible 
to improve access to healthcare services for the 
local communities they serve. 

BENEFITS OF LIVING IN A HEALTHCARE 
DISTRICT

The following are representative of how MBHD 
strives to fulfill its mission of “Improving the 
health and wellness of the communities we 
serve.” 

•	 CONVENIENT ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE 
SERVICES: Living in a healthcare district 
provides access to medical professionals 
and services close to home without traveling 
down-the-hill for primary care. Morongo Basin 
Community Health Centers in 29 Palms and 
Yucca Valley are owned and operated by 
MBHD and offer primary care physicians and 
nurse practitioners for adults and children, 
dentists, chiropractic care, onsite lab services, 



and behavioral 
health 
services to its 
patients as a 
comprehensive, 
preventive care 
program. 

In making 
healthcare 
accessible, it 
also provides 

free transportation to medical and dental 
appointments for it patients. 

•	 AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE: The 
healthcare district receives federal 
funding to provide health services to the 
uninsured and underserved populations 
within its geographic boundaries. A 
discounted fee is offered to qualifying 
patients based on household size 
and income. The financial services 
department works with patients who may 
need a comfortable payment plan. The 
health centers accept IEHP, Medi-Cal, 
Medicare and most private insurances.

•	 COMMUNITY HEALTH EDUCATION: 
The District promotes health literacy 
by hosting free community lectures on 
health-related topics at senior centers in 
Yucca Valley, 29 Palms and Joshua Tree. 

The District sponsors two annual 
health fairs in the Basin to bring local 
and regional resources for community 
members and to provide health 
information and screenings. 

The District secured grant monies to educate 
local medical professionals and the community 
about HIV. The campaign emphasized the 
importance of testing for the virus and issued 
free at-home test kits.

•	 COLLABORATION FOR BETTER OUTCOMES: 
Over its many years, MBHD has partnered 
with agencies and organizations to benefit 
Basin residents. Its current strategic plan 
calls for engaging local, regional, state and 
even federal entities to bring resources and 
solutions to benefit Morongo Basin residents. 

MBHD is active at the county and state levels, 
serving on committees and boards to advocate 
for healthcare in the Basin. Locally, MBHD 
partners with local agencies such as the Town 
of Yucca Valley, City of 29 Palms, and Morongo 
Unified School District to bring health related 
resources (health fairs, Flying Doctors and 
other community events). 

MBHD pursues federal, state and county grant 
monies in support of health services, including 
partnering with ReachOut, Kaiser and MBTA 
for transportation to medical and dental 
appointments.

•	 ECONOMIC IMPACT: Healthcare districts 
stimulate the local economy, not only through 
creating employment, but also career 
pathways that support families and stimulates 
economic activity. 

MBHD has 100 employees covering a wide 
variety of skills, from health professionals to 
the many support departments for the delivery 
of patient care. The District actively recruits 
medical and dental professionals to the Basin 
in support of health services. 

It also collaborates with Morongo Unified 
School District, Copper Mountain College 
and Community Health Association Southern 
Inland Empire to develop programs and 
opportunities for students pursuing a career 
in medicine, such as preparing to work as a 
medical assistant.
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We understand that healthcare changes at state and federal levels may raise 

concerns. At Morongo Basin Healthcare District, we remain committed to our 

mission, “To improve the health and wellness of the communities we serve.”  

Our team is actively reviewing our model of care to ensure that we meet the 

needs of our patients – no matter the challenge. The Morongo Basin Community 

Health Centers, a service provided by the healthcare district, will continue 

providing accessible, quality care to our Basin communities.  

As always, our dedicated staff is here for you, focused on helping you 

manage your health for the best possible outcome. 

 

Cindy Schmall, CEO 

Morongo Basin Healthcare District 

 

 











WHAT ARE FENTANYL TEST STRIPS? 

Fentanyl test strips (FTS) are small, affordable 

strips of paper that can detect fentanyl in 

various drugs forms like pills, powders, and 

injectables. They work by detecting the 

presence of fentanyl and its other forms, in a 

diluted sample of the drug. They do not, 

however, measure the quantity or potency of 

the fentanyl present in the sample.  

 

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS 

FOR FENTANYL TEST STRIPS  

• FTS are not 100% accurate. Even with a 

negative result, drugs may still contain 

fentanyl and its other forms, including 

highly potent ones like carfentanil. 

• Fentanyl may not be evenly distributed 

throughout a drug supply, so a negative test 

might miss a contaminated portion. 

• Combining FTS with other harm reduction 

strategies is crucial to ensure safety. 

• Always be prepared with naloxone (Narcan) 

and know how to use it to reverse an opioid 

overdose. 

• Never use drugs alone. If using alone, use a 

supervised consumption site or have 

someone check on you. 

• Start with a small amount (“Go slow and 

start low”) to assess the strength of the drug. 

• Avoid mixing drugs, especially opioids with 

other substances like alcohol or 

benzodiazepines. 

• Using FTS and practicing other harm 

reduction strategies, individuals can     

reduce the risk of overdose and potentially 

save lives. 

• Please follow instructions in the enclosed 

kits as provided.  

For additional Fentanyl test 
strips or Naloxone supplies call  

760-820-9229 extension 1920 

Fentanyl is a powerful synthetic opioid that is now commonly 

found in the illicit drug supply, often without the user's knowledge. 

It's crucial to understand that even a tiny amount of fentanyl can be 

deadly. Fentanyl test strips (FTS) offer a way to check for the 

presence of fentanyl in drugs, empowering users to make informed 

decisions and potentially prevent fatal overdoses.  

Morongo Basin Healthcare District 

is partnering with you to help  

lower the risks of opioid overdose 

or HIV exposure. We have 

provided this information as a tool 

to help you protect yourself and 

others, and to implement strategies 

for your best health. 

Improving the health and wellness  

of the communities we serve. 






